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RE: PR Docket 92-235--­Dear Sirs:

The North Carolina Division of Forest Resources supports the
attached connnents from The Public Safety Communications Council and
Land Mobil.e Connnunications Council in reference to PR Docket 92­
235.

Continuation of present frequency coordination processes, gradual
transition into the narrow band widths, and continued use of
repeaters are in the best interest of public safety.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input for natural resource
agencies concerning important communication issues.

erely,

j~lJ1~
rd M. Adams

Dir tor
North Carolina
Division of Forest Resources
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SAFElY COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL
(PSCC)

The Public Safety Comm nications Council of which FCCA is a member is developing
comments that should be supported covering the folfowing:

1.

2.

3.

4.

PSCC will support tHe comments submitted by the Land Mobile COmmunications
Council (LMCC).

The FCC proposesIto change the present structure of radio ll8IVices. The'
frequendes in the:t170 MHz band areestabfished in spectftc blocks. The FCC is
planning to create a general pool of frequencies for air of pubfic safety. The PSCC
supports the continuation of block anocation and any newty created frequencies, due
to channel bandwi reduction, between existing block frequencieS be placed in the
existing block at ns.

Channels created en the existing frequency blocks wIR be placed in the generat
pool. Their input, if pted by the FCC. will provide US the highest level of spectrum
protection and fut:!.spectrum growth potential. This is vital in many areas of the
country where we h no available frequencies.

The PSCC wOl sup the continued use of repeaters in public safety radiO systems.
The FCC proposes to etiminate repeater stations. Further. supporting tnJnked radio
systems in the VHF tgh band and UHF frequency bands.

Recommend continu ion of the present frequency coordination process 8nd further
reCOmmend that MHz plan frequencies be coordinated by any certified public
safety frequency lnator.

D:fcenut.CIOC:
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LAN MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL
(LMCC)

The Land Mobile Commu~ieations Council comments to address the following:

F'f.1(lE . 006

I

1. The FCC haspro~ reductions in transmitter Effective Radiated Power (ERP) and
reductions in tower height. This, in effect, will reduce the operating range of our base
stations. If approved,la-tremendous number of new stations would need to be added
in each state to prOvide coverage equal to the present systems. The LMCC
proposes a reasonaltle approach to providing adequate coverage for radio system
users. Their proposal will have littte or no impact on our present systems.

2. The FCC proposes 'to increase the number of radio channels by reducing the
existing area or banJ:dth that each radio channel occupies. At 421·512 MHz, the
channels are to be uced to 10 KHz by 1996 and 150·174 MHz will be reduced
to 12.5 KHz by 1 . A further reduction is recommended in the future that will
require complete re acement of all equipment by 2004.

The LMCC suppa the first transition in the 421·~12 MHz. The change will have
lltUe or no effect on ur existing radio systems except in a few states. The LMCC
commented that if a license applicant desired to use equipment that requires less
bandwidth they sh uld be permitted. The LMCC further requested that the
commission exami by January 1, 1999, whether to require allUcensees to convert
to narrow bandwi operation.

The LMCC position sound in this regard because there are numerous questions
about equipment av 'Iability, FCC type accepted and system capabilities at such a
narrow bandwidth. ~ .

There exist two differ nt opinions at this time regarding the migration to utilize narrow
bandwidth equipme t in the 150·174 MHz band. One opinion disregards the first
change and imple nts onty the second change to the narrowest bandwidth
requested. The oth opinion is to proceed ahead as proposed by the FCC. This
issue will be greatly influenced by the input the FCC receives from the equipment
manufactures. The FCC will ultimately have to decide which is best for the radio
users.

3. The LMCC propo a graceful transition and amortization of imbedded systems as
well 8S sufficient pIa ning cyde to implement new technologies.


